
traditional knowledge   
conversations

Friday, October 30, 2015 
12:00-1:30 p.m.
Wrigley Hall, Room 481
Arizona State University, Tempe campus 
(Lunch will be provided)

Traditional Knowledge Conversations are presented by ASU’s Julie Ann Wrigley Global Institute of Sustainability  
and the Global Program for Traditional Knowledge and Sustainability.

RSVP: sustainability.asu.edu/events

Parking and directions:  
sustainability.asu.edu/directions

For more information about this 
 and other events, visit:  

sustainability.asu.edu/events

Stephanie Rupp
Associate Professor of Anthropology, City University of New York-Lehman College

Ethnographic evidence indicates, Americans think of energy as an ever-present,  
never-ending, immeasurable force that powers their lives in invisible and 
incomprehensible ways. But what cultural conceptions of energy shape people’s 
understandings and uses of energy in contemporary America? Are there other ways 
to think about energy, cultural conceptions about the relationship between energy and 
power, energy and work, energy and social relations, that can help Americans to  
re-think our cavalier consumption of energy?  

Moderated by Chris Rainier, director of the Global Program for Traditional Knowledge 
and Sustainability, this talk draws on cultural understandings of energy from different 
cultural contexts and from different historical periods, emphasizing the importance of 
energy as a cultural artifact and perception.

Energy: A Perception of Human Culture and History


