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Abstract 
Christian culture in the Southeastern United States has historically impacted science 

education and can be studied as manifestation of the broader controversy between 
religion and science. I analyze two secular environmental education centers that 
emerged from and share physical space with Christian summer camps to ask how 
educators perceive and navigate the social culture of Christianity in the South when 
they design and implement the secular camps. The sharing of space in the camps and 
the characteristic challenges of environmental education in the US South are discussed. 
I combine sustainability science literature on boundary-work, and Integral Ecology to 
frame my inquiry on the physical, social, and imaginary dimensions of science-religion, 
and objective-subjective boundaries. Understanding how these boundaries are bridged 
by educators can help to: (1) improve the design and implementation of environmental 
camps, (2) promote the use of religion and spirituality as tools for advancing 
sustainability, and (3) contribute to the larger bridging of perspectives advocated by 
Integral Ecology. 
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