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Abstract 
 

The purpose of this research study is to explore the pathways through which 
capacity building as both, an enabler and a form of climate action is being 
coproduced within the bodies and institutions under the United Nations Framework 
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). Given the diversity in climate impacts 
and responses globally, I will carry out a case study analysis to explore how and 
why only a few particular framings of capacity building for climate action dominate 
within the UNFCCC. First, I will explore coproduction of capacity building across 
three distinct and salient boundaries of climate knowledge that are used to organize 
and manage climate action in UNFCCC spaces: the science-policy-society 
boundary, the Global North-Global South boundary, and the global-local boundary. 



 
Second, I will identify opportunities and challenges for opening diverse and socially 
just forms of climate action through capacity building in UNFCCC spaces. I will use 
qualitative methods for data collection and analysis, including semi-structured 
interviews, document analysis and participant observations. Third, integrating 
insights from international development and theories of education and social 
change, I will propose a range of capacities for furthering the goals of climate justice 
through capacity building for climate action. 
 

 


