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Abstract

The academic field of sustainability may be new, but the ideas behind it could be
thousands of years old. This work seeks to gain a better understanding of how the
modern notion of sustainability, while not necessarily developed from biblical
thought, nonetheless reflects the biblical concept and practice of shmita — the
sabbatical year — and how shmita addresses the environmental, economic and
social aspects of sustainability. The normative goal of this scholarship is to bridge
secular and religious knowledge and people, and in so doing hopefully inspire the
biblically minded to adopt more sustainable practices and inspire sustainability
practitioners to consider biblical ideas in planning a sustainable future.
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