
Mediterranean-type ecosystems  
of the world: Evolution and  
conservation of biodiversity in  
extra-tropical hotspots

Friday, September 2, 2011
12:00 - 1:30 p.m. (lunch will be served)
Wrigley Hall, Room 481

Richard Cowling  
Professor, Department of Botany,  
Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University, South Africa

This presentation explores the historical determinants of the evolution of the world’s five 
Mediterranean-type ecosystems and discusses the implications of this for biodiversity  
conservation, focusing on the spectacularly diverse Cape Floristic Region of South Africa.

Cowling has published extensively—in the scientific and popular literature—on the ecology 
and conservation of Mediterranean-climate and arid biomes. He is widely acclaimed for his 
contribution to the theory and application of conservation science.

This event is co-sponsored with Institute of Human Origins, School of Life Sciences, and  
the School of Geographical Sciences and Urban Planning. 

RSVP link: Download any 
free QR-Code reader app 
to your smart phone. Scan 
this code and it will take you 
directly to the RSVP page.

sustainability series

The Sustainability Series is presented by ASU’s Global Institute of Sustainability.

RSVP: sustainabilityevents@asu.edu
Parking and directions: sustainability.asu.edu/directions
For more information about this and other events, visit sustainability.asu.edu/events


