
Managing the Threat of Catastrophes: 
Can Economic Analysis Inform Policy?

Friday, March 28, 2014
9:30 - 11:00 a.m.
Wrigley Hall, Room 481
Arizona State University, Tempe campus
(breakfast will be provided)

Robert Pindyck
Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi Ltd 
Professor, Finance and Economics 
Professor, Applied Economics 
Sloan School of Management, Massachusetts Institute of Technology

Professor Pindyck will discuss a framework for evaluating the allocation of efforts 
to avert different types of catastrophes including: environmental, mega-viruses, 
nuclear, and terrorism. He considers how these events can have cascading  
effects, and as a result how we should evaluate the appropriate societal trade-offs, 
and use them to evaluate policies that avoid these threats.

Dr. Pindyck’s research and writing in microeconomics and industrial organization 
cover topics including financial market structure, value of patents, environmental 
policy, and policy implications of global catastrophic events. His most recent  
research focuses on economic policies related to rare disasters.

RSVP link: Download any 
free QR-Code reader app 
to your smart phone. Scan 
this code and it will take you 
directly to the RSVP page.

sustainability series

The Sustainability Series is presented by ASU’s Global Institute of Sustainability.

RSVP: sustainabilityevents@asu.edu
Parking and directions: sustainability.asu.edu/directions
For more information about this and other events, visit sustainability.asu.edu/events


