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Abstract 

 
 Human migration is not a new phenomenon but present and future human-induced 
environmental changes pose new questions and challenges. In the coming years, both rapid 
and slow onset environmental changes will drive many people to migrate in search of improved 
security and livelihoods. Anthropogenic climate change in particular requires international 
institutions to determine how to best meet the needs of present and future migrants.  I analyzed 
interviews with experts to identify institutional gaps for managing environmental migration and 
what potential, if any, the Warsaw International Mechanism for loss and damage associated 
with climate change impacts (WIM) might contribute to filling these gaps.  Using these 
interviews and literature, I propose a framework to assess the capacity of existing institutions to 
address the breadth of migrant needs. Then, I identify gaps and challenges in order to illuminate 
strategies for future solutions.   
 

 
 

Friday, November 13, 2015 
9 am 

Wrigley Hall, Room 323 
 

Faculty, students, and the general public are invited. 
 

Supervisory Committee: 
Dr. Sonja Klinsky (Chair) 

Dr. Netra Chhetri 
Dr. Paul Hirt 

 
 


