
Over the past generation, translating environmental concern into social  
debate and public policy has become one of the notable achievements of  
industrial societies. Yet the process that has emerged in rich countries does not seem to be 
simply transferable or even tenable over time. The search for sustainable development may accord-
ingly require practical models of social change that have yet to be invented or imagined. In this talk, the 
problems of applying the existing model of environmentalism to two kinds of cities are analyzed: poor 
cities, in which population is growing faster than income, and rich cities, whose local environmental 
problems have been largely solved, but whose residents make consumption and investment choices 
with distant environmental impacts that are hard to perceive. Lee’s 2006 field work in Accra, Ghana, 
will be discussed in this context. 

Urban Sustainability  
and the Limits of  

Classical Environmentalism

Presented by

CAP LTER All Scientist Meeting 
& Wrigley Lecture Series

Kai Lee

Monday, March 20, 2006 • 3:30 PM • Social with refreshments 3:00 PM 
Tempe Center 929 • Room 158 

Arizona State University, Tempe campus

Lee is the Rosenburg Professor of Environmental Studies at Williams College, a liberal-arts college in northwestern Massachusetts.  

His research interests include urban sustainability, sustainable development, radioactive-waste management, and the role of learning  

in environmental policy and governance.  

Presented in cooperation with the Consortium for Science, Policy, and Outcomes.

The Wrigley Lecture Series is funded through the generous support of Julie Ann Wrigley.  
For more information, call 480-965-2975 or go to  http://sustainable.asu.edu.

Please distribute and share this announcement. Thank you.


