
The idea that human society might not last—in short, not be sustainable— 
is relatively new. Of course, individual societies have collapsed in the past, but that society itself 
could be in danger is something different. The sooner we can begin the necessary shift towards  
sustainability in thinking, policy, and behavior, the easier and less painful it will be. Here the  
Chinese have been pioneers in thought, if not always in action. We are all involved, whether  
government, industry, academe, or civil society. Our target should be a society with population, 
resources, and environment in broad balance. Our long-term survival is at stake.
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Sir Crispin Tickell is Chancellor of the University of Kent and 

is associated with other British and US universities. He has 

spent most of his distinguished career in the British Diplomatic 

Service. Later, he became Warden of Green College, Oxford 

and remains Director of their Centre for Environmental Policy 

and Understanding. He was President of the Royal Geo-

graphical Society and Chairman of the Board of the Climate 

Institute. He was Convenor of the Government Panel on  

Sustainable Development and is currently a Member of  

the China Council for International Cooperation on Environ-

ment and Development. He has also been Inaugural Senior 

Visiting Fellow at the Harvard Center for the Environment and 

currently serves as Advisor-at-Large to the President of ASU.  

Sir Crispin has authored Climate Change and World Affairs 

and Mary Anning of Lyme Regis and written widely on  

environmental issues. 

This lecture is co-sponsored by the School of Global Studies.
The Wrigley Lecture Series is funded through the generous support of Julie Ann Wrigley.  

For more information, call 480-965-2975 or go to  http://sustainable.asu.edu.


