
 

We are delighted to announce that two of India’s most respected film personalities 
and social activists, Shabana Azmi and Javed Akhtar, will visit the ASU campus to  
present a talk and lead a discussion on “Urban Sustainability & Social Religious Conflict.”  Both are 
well-known for their activism on social issues such as the condition of slum dwellers in urban  
India and the direction of the development process in India, gender roles, class and caste  
conflicts, ostracizing of HIV/AIDS victims, and religious conflicts.

Urban Sustainability &  
Social-Religious

Conflict

Shabana Azmi & Javed Akhtar

Tuesday, November 21, 2006 • 5:30 PM
Memorial Union, Arizona State University, Tempe campus 

(Sponsored by Office of Sustainability Initiatives, Global Institute of Sustainability, Center for the Study of Religion and Conflict, and Asian American Faculty/Staff Association)

The Wrigley Lecture Series is funded through the generous support of Julie Ann Wrigley.  For more information, call 480-965-2975 or go to http://sustainable.asu.edu.

Please distribute and share this announcement. Thank you.

Shabana Azmi this fall became the first Indian to receive the prestigious International Gandhi Peace Prize at the House of Lords in 

London. Previous recipients have included Dalai Lama, Desmond Tutu, Scilla Elseworthy, and Clive Stafford Smith. Azmi will also 

be giving the annual memorial lecture at the House of Commons in the British Parliament. This is Azmi’s fourth international award 

for social justice and human rights. At the bicentennial celebrations of International Human Rights in Paris, President Mitterrand of 

France honored Azmi along with Mother Theresa and Nobel Peace Prize winner Rigoberta Menchu. She has also received the Martin 

Luther King Award by the State of Michigan and an award at Davos World Economic Forum.

Scriptwriter and lyricist Javed Akhtar was chosen for the Indira Gandhi Award for National Integration for 2005. Congress president 

Sonia Gandhi presented the award on the 22nd death anniversary of Indira Gandhi. Among those who have received this award are 

President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam, the former President Shankar Dayal Sharma, and Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.
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