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Abstract 

 Urban sustainability labs have been initiated in cities around the world to guide 
urban development on sustainable pathways.  However, solutions and insights often 
remain limited to the place where they were conceived.  Scaling and transferring 
successful sustainability solutions poses a challenge, in particular when attempted 
internationally.  There is a lack of empirically-informed concepts that could guide 
such processes. We investigate a successful urban sustainability transition lab in 
Germany, entitled Innovation City Ruhr, and develop a transfer concept for Tempe, 
Arizona.  The study demonstrates opportunities and limitations of transferring 
successful sustainable urban development models.  The insights could be used to 
inform similar efforts around the world.   
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