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• Trunk 

– Community and Leadership support 
• Branches 

– Established Programs 
• Twigs 

– New ideas, New direction and Fresh Growth 
• Roots 

– Tapping into Resources… finding funding and 
partnerships 

Trunk, Branches, Twigs and Roots 



Urban Forest Resource Inventory 

Need 
• AZ lacks comprehensive 

urban forest inventory 
– Impedes statewide goals 

and strategies 
• Forest Service grant  

– Total Proj Budget: $721K 
• 3-year project 

Nowak and Greenfield (GTR NRS-63, 2010) 



Urban Forest Resource Inventory 

Goal 
• Develop statewide 

database of existing 
urban forest inventories 
 Tell a statewide story 
 Use for comparison 

among AZ cities 
 Use for obtaining support 

from leadership (financial 
and otherwise) 

 Informed Management 



Urban Forest Resource Inventory 

Approach 
1. Compile existing 

information 
2. Tool development 
3. Pilot communities 
4. Sustainability… TBD 



Urban Forest Resource Inventory 

Needs Assessment 
• Partners 

– Various Communities 
Statewide 

• Purpose 
– Identify existing urban tree 

inventories 
– Identify gaps in services and 

future programmatic 
direction 

• Methodology 
– Computer-based survey 
– Telephone-based survey 

 



Urban Forest Resource Inventory 

Key Findings 
• Community Resources 

– Most have 0-5 forestry staff 
(69%) 

– Free trees are available in 26% 
of AZ communities 

• Urban Tree Inventories 
– 30% of AZ communities 
– 40% are updated annually 
– 30% still manually collect and 

manage information on paper 
(no computer) 



Urban Forest Resource Inventory 

Tool Development 
• i-Tree Streets is base 
• Web portal 
• Statewide inventory 

database 
• Tree Guide 
• Urban Forest Health 

Manual 
– Common insects and 

diseases 



Urban Forest Resource Inventory 

Pilot Communities 
• Bisbee 
• Lake Havasu City 
• Mesa 
• Oracle State Park 
• Pinetop-Lakeside 
• + others (TBD) 
 Pilots begin:  

Spring 2014 



Finding the funding to 
get you there… 



Roots are the Pathway Forward 

As you seek new opportunity, keep in mind that the sun does not 

usually reappear on the horizon where it was last seen.  
~Robert Brault 



GI: Funding Resources 

Funding Options 
• Stormwater fees 
• Loan programs 
 
Private 
• Foundations 
• Local philanthropists 
• Donors 
 
Public 
• Federal 
• State 

$$$ 



GI: Funding Resources 

Grant Programs 
• Variety of sources – federal and 

state 
• Available in limited amounts 
• Support GI projects 
• Generally fund small, local 

projects 
• Not sufficient to fund large, 

multi-year programs 
 
 

 Not a reliable, long-term source 
for funding sustainable GI 
programs or policies 



GI: Funding Resources (currently open) 

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation Grants 
http://www.nfwf.org/environmentalsolutions/Pages/2014rfp.aspx  

http://www.nfwf.org/environmentalsolutions/Pages/2014rfp.aspx


GI: Funding Resources (currently open) 

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation Grants 
http://www.nfwf.org/fivestar/Pages/2014rfp.aspx 

Multiple sources 
 

Target: Phoenix 
(metro) 

 
~$2.5M available 

 
Various granting 

amounts 

http://www.nfwf.org/fivestar/Pages/2014rfp.aspx


GI: Funding Resources 

Transportation Enhancement Activities 
http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_enhancements/ 

 

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/transportation_enhancements/


GI: Funding Resources 

HUD Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) 
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_plan

ning/communitydevelopment/programs  

http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/communitydevelopment/programs
http://portal.hud.gov/hudportal/HUD?src=/program_offices/comm_planning/communitydevelopment/programs


GI: Funding Resources 

Catalog of Federal Funding Sources for Watershed Protection 
https://ofmpub.epa.gov/apex/watershedfunding 

https://ofmpub.epa.gov/apex/watershedfunding


GI: Funding Resources 

Arizona State Forestry – Community Challenge Grants 
http://www.azsf.az.gov/programs/community-

forestry/Community-Challenge-Grants  

http://www.azsf.az.gov/programs/community-forestry/Community-Challenge-Grants
http://www.azsf.az.gov/programs/community-forestry/Community-Challenge-Grants
http://www.azsf.az.gov/programs/community-forestry/Community-Challenge-Grants
http://www.azsf.az.gov/programs/community-forestry/Community-Challenge-Grants
http://www.azsf.az.gov/programs/community-forestry/Community-Challenge-Grants
http://www.azsf.az.gov/programs/community-forestry/Community-Challenge-Grants
http://www.azsf.az.gov/programs/community-forestry/Community-Challenge-Grants


GI: Funding Resources 

CCG Project Categories 
• Information and Education  
• Planning 
• Community and Natural 

Resources Mgmt 
• Maintenance 
• Demonstration Projects 
• UCF Research 



GI: Funding Resources 

Example of ASF-Funded GI Project 
• ASU-Global Inst. of Sustainability 
• Partners 

– Arizona State University 
– Sustainable Cities Network 
– Cities of Phoenix, Glendale and Mesa 

• Project Objectives 
– Increase stakeholder knowledge  
– Increase awareness of preserving,  

maintaining and expanding urban tree cover 
– Educate stakeholders on the effect of  

green infrastructure investment 
– Increase number of certified arborists in  

local cities 



GI: Funding Resources 

Example of ASF-Funded GI Project 
• Watershed Management Group 
• Partners 

– City of Phoenix 
– Local communities where programs  

and workshops are hosted 

• Project Objectives 
– Conduct public workshops and education 
– Create demonstration sites 
– Establish green infrastructure designs  
– Develop green infrastructure policy to  

facilitate development of community-based,  
water sensitive urban forestry practices 
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