


What happens  
if we don’t solve 
global 
sustainability 
problems? 



“Universities must provide education, 
  discovery, innovation and interface to 
  yield solutions to global challenges” 

— Michael M. Crow, from “Overcoming Stone Age Logic,”  
     Issues in Science and Technology, December 2008 

Michael M. Crow 
President, Arizona State University 



Rob and Melani Walton 
Sustainability Solutions 
Initiatives 

An opportunity to innovate, construct 
and accelerate pathways to solutions 



Mission 

Develop use-inspired knowledge  
to solve sustainability problems 

 

Educate and deploy implementers 

 
Innovate, network, lead, take risks  
to create a more sustainable world 



Resources 

$5.5M per year (for 5 years) 

 

GIOS infrastructure and services 

 

GIOS Board of Directors 

 
260+ sustainability scientists  
and scholars 



At the core: solutions 
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Sustainability Solutions Fair 

Encourage, reward and celebrate 

inventors, entrepreneurs, designers  

and creative thinkers who develop 

solutions to sustainability challenges 



Global Sustainability 
Studies Program 

Provide for-credit education  

on sustainability challenges  

provided in a global context 



Global Sustainability 
Solutions Centers 

Co-develop and 

implement knowledge-

based, practical, 

measurable solutions to 

sustainability problems  

on-site with global 

partners 



Next-Generation 
Sustainability Projects 

Seed, nurture, and grow  

truly innovative sustainability 

science research that is  

focused on problem-solving 



Walton Sustainability 
Fellowship Program 

Develop a unique network of sustainability 

thought-leaders focused on use-inspired 

research and problem-solving 



Executive Master’s for 
Sustainability Leadership 

Prepare professionals to advance 

sustainability practices and lead  

culture change in their organizations 



How do we adapt to climate uncertainty? 
  

Center for Integrated Solutions 
to Climate Challenges 



Sustainability Solutions 
Extension Service 

Create custom teams to analyze  

and solve sustainability challenges 

on a fee-for-service basis  



A truly unique opportunity for  
ASU students and faculty  

Rob and Melani Walton 
Sustainability Solutions 
Initiatives 

sustainabilitysolutions.asu.edu  




