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Abstract 
 I propose to examine several facets of a large-scale effort to conduct participatory 
assessments of climate-related hazards and strategies to deal with those hazards. 
Research questions address participant conceptualizations of resilience, the dynamics 
of consensus and disagreement among participants, the role of framing and facilitation 
in participant conversations, and the interactions of decision makers and experts with 
participatory assessments. My broad research goal is to create a rich snapshot of a 
large participatory engagement activity, from the role of convener choices about content 
to decision maker and participant experiences. Practitioners and researchers have 
utilized various methods for public engagement around climate change mitigation and 
adaptation but not without substantial disagreement over the type of engagement, the 
roles of engagement in broader systems, or even the normative and epistemological 
groundings of engagement itself. My proposed dissertation work will create practical 
lessons for both public engagement and sustainability practitioners and address these 
research gaps and critiques. 
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